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Parnassia

Sow the seed outdoors during the first
week of July. Sow very thinly, and cover
very lightly with fine soil or sand.

When the plants can conveniently be
put into their flowering quarters in
September or early October, this will be
found the best practice; but failing this
they can be wintered where they are sown,
and moved to the borders in early spring,
say about March.

All old flowers and seed pods should be
removed from time to time, as this will
lengthen the flowering period and improve
the quality of the flowers.

These Poppies like a light rich soil, and
will not come through the winter success-
fully in cold wet ground. Of the newer
modern strains, "Gibson's Improved
Orange," and "Sandford's Aurora" are
particularly attractive.

Amateur gardeners are recommended
always to grow these afresh annually,
instead of trying to keep old plants. Where
the garden soil is uncongenial, and plants
cannot easily be raised from seed, small
plants can be purchased each spring in the
same way as summer bedding plants, and
if used as bedding subjects they will give
every satisfaction.

The Eev. W. Wilks, a. former secretary
of the Royal Horticultural Society, and
Vicar of Shirley, found a common or field
Poppy with different coloured flowers from
those of the type, saved the seeds, made
careful selections over a period of years,
and finally produced a practically new race,
with colours ranging from white, blush-
pink, salmon and rose, to scarlet. Further
improvements have been made, and the
present-day strains of Shirley poppies are
of great beauty. The flowers are good for
cutting, and if cut in the bud stage, and
the ends of the stalks put into boiling
water, or seared with -a hot iron, will open
in water, and last several days.

PARADISBA (par-ad-is-ea. Liliacese).
St. Bruno's Lily. Hardy bulbous plants.
Increase by division.

SPECIES.

P* liliastrum. White flowers spotted
with green (syn. Anthericum Liliastrum).
.Tune. 2 ft.

P. Z. major.   Larger than the type.
PARAFFIN    EMULSION.       See
FORMULA.

PARIS (par-is. Liliaceaa). Hardy
herbs with creeping rootstocks that may
be divided to increase the plants. - Also
increase by seed. Grow in any fertile
garden soil.

SPECIES.

P. polyphylla. Greenish-yellow flowers.
May. 1ft.

P. quadrifolia. Yellowish-green. April.
1ft.

ICELAND
POPPY

The pure tints of their yellow, orange and white
forms make the Iceland Poppies hard to beat as
cut flowers. They are best treated as biennials
but some varieties should be raised annually
from seed or purchased as bedding plants.

PARIS GREEK (Aceto-arsenite of
copper). An emerald-green compound
formerly used as a stomach poison for the
destruction of caterpillars and other leaf-
eating insects. It is preferable to uso
arsenate of lead (g.t?.) which has prac-
tically replaced the older compound.

PARNASSIA (par-nass-ia. Saxi-
fragese). Grass of Parnassus. Hardy her-
baceous perennials that are usually
regarded as only useful for the bog or
water garden, but are really quite good in
moist shady places in borders or rockeries.